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ConnectionsCENTER

Save the date for 
this Great family

friendly event!

Pumpkin Fest is a free, family-
focused community event that
offers several engaging activities
from 9 am - 2 pm. 
Trick or Treat on the Halfway Creek
Trail Park from 11 am - 2 pm, photo
opportunities, cute farm animals
family fun + more!  
Kid’s games and fun activities will
take place from 11 am– 2 pm with
music, entertainment, and food at
the Community Center.   
Start the day off with the Craft and
Art Market and Bake Sale to be held
from 9 am - 2 pm. 
The costumed pet parade will start
at 1:30 pm.
New this year will be a Costume
Family Walk Run partnered with
family health resources. The Walk
Run will start at 9:30 am on the
Middle School Track. Registration
starts at 9:00 am. Awards for Best
Costume Theme, Most Generations
Represented and Largest Group. 
In the weeks leading up to the Fest
go on the Great Pumpkin Hunt and
locate the best pumpkin display in
the Village of Holmen!  Join us for
intergenerational fun for everyone
in the community!

It’s Time for Pumpkin Fest 2026
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How can you help us 
during Pumpkin Fest?

If you want to help support Pumpkin Fest you can
by donating a bag of candy for the kids to be given

on the Trick or Treat Decorated Pumpkin Trail.
We are also looking for donations for the Bake
Sale.   Participate in the Craft & Art Market,  Art

Contest,  and if you love kids you can help by
volunteering on the day!   Attend for fun! 

New this
Year!

FAMILY FUN WALK RUNFAMILY FUN WALK RUNFAMILY FUN WALK RUN

REGISTRATION AT 9:00 AM
WALK RUN FROM 9:30-10:30 AM

Saturday, October 24Saturday, October 24  Saturday, October 24 th

HOLMEN MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK

Holmen Area Community Center

Best ofShow in 3Categories

COSTUME PET PARADECOSTUME PET PARADECOSTUME PET PARADE
Saturday, October 24Saturday, October 24  Saturday, October 24 th

PARADE STARTS AT 1:30 PM
HOLMEN AREA COMMUNITY CENTER

CRAFT & ART MARKETCRAFT & ART MARKETCRAFT & ART MARKET

9 AM - 2 PM9 AM - 2 PM9 AM - 2 PM

SupportLocalMakers! 

Saturday, October 24thSaturday, October 24thSaturday, October 24th

B A K E  S A L EB A K E  S A L EB A K E  S A L E

DONATE A SWEET TREAT TO SUPPORTDONATE A SWEET TREAT TO SUPPORT
HACC- BRING YOUR BAKERYHACC- BRING YOUR BAKERY  

IN DISPOSABLE CONTAINERS TO THEIN DISPOSABLE CONTAINERS TO THE
CENTER ON FRIDAY, OCT. 23RDCENTER ON FRIDAY, OCT. 23RD

DONATE A SWEET TREAT TO SUPPORT
HACC- BRING YOUR BAKERY 

IN DISPOSABLE CONTAINERS TO THE
CENTER ON FRIDAY, OCT. 23RD

Saturday, October 24thSaturday, October 24thSaturday, October 24th
SALE 9 AM - 2 PM

HOLMEN AREA COMMUNITY CENTER

HOLMEN AREA COMMUNITY CENTER
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We are proud to introduce Kari Siverhus as our
new Membership Coordinator.  Kari will be
greeting everyone at the welcome desk and
will be the driving force behind engaging
members and fostering strong relationships.
Kari is a focused professional with a strong
background in non-profit organizations. Kari is
skilled in developing strategies to attract
members and mission-driven volunteers. She
has excellent planning, problem-solving and
organizational abilities with an education in
organizational management, graphic design
and marketing. Kari is a resident of Holmen and
has a son, Connor, who is a Junior at Holmen
High School.  Please join us to welcome Kari to
our team!

Introducing
Kari Siverhus

We are proud to introduce Cole Davis
as our new Cleaning Professional.  
Cole is a Holmen graduate and resident
who is currently attending Western
Techical College. He previously worked
in the facilities department at Sand
Lake Elementary and was highly
recommended by the Holmen School
District’s facility manager.
Cole has already proven to be excellent
in his position.  Please welcome Cole if
you see him in the early morning hours
here at the center.

Introducing 
Cole Davis

Thank You!

This past week we had our carpets cleaned by
“Good As New Carpet Cleaning” and we were
very happy with their work.  As many can
attest, our carpets had become very stained
over this past summer during our many
programs, events and private parties.  Their
work was excellent in both service and
performance!  It’s like we have NEW CARPET!
Thank you to Cole, Jim, Kriss, Scott, Kathy and
Patty for moving furniture on Friday, and
Cole, Brian, Betsy, Tonya, Corey, and Richard
for moving the furniture back on Sunday!

good as new carpetcleaning.com



Lorie Abnet
Richard Anderson
Debi Blankenship
Daniel Braund
Gail Carter
Kevin Caulum
Marilyn Caulum
Patrick  Cavadini
Clair Coleman
LuAnne Ekern
Catherine Fonstad
Ellen Grah
Ruth Ann Granum
Fred Heuer
Irene Ihle
Bonnie Jeranek
Jean Justus
Laurie Kessler
Margaret Lee
Laura Liudahl
Cheryl Mackay
Lisa Martin
Karan Mathison
Sharon McHugh
Carolyn McNurlen
Calvin Mensing
Catherine Moe
Sherri Murphy
Diana Nelson
Nickoli Nelson
Donna Neubauer

Oc t ob er  B ir thdays
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M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Nancy Olson
Barb Opsahl
Catherine Osowski
Kristine Peterson
Lynda Pierce
Molly Reynen
Carol Rindahl
Kathy Ring
Pat Ring
Scott Ryan
De Ann Sanko
Joan Smith
Joanne Stendalen
Jackie Thompson
Bonnie Tolvstad
Mike Tolvstad
Vicki Truscott-Tridle
Karla Walker
Vickie Walley
Wendy Williams
Joan Wroblewski
Mike Zierke

Welcome 
New September

Members   
Carol Brandau
Sandy Fonger

Debbie Hendrickson
Judy King

Colleen Koenigseder
John Koenigseder

Karen Schirm

I N T R O D U C E  H A C C
T O  A  F R I E N D  O R  

N E I G H B O R  I F  T H E Y
J O I N  T H E  C E N T E R :

   Y O U  G E T   

$10.00
 P R E P A Y  F O R  A  C L A S S  

O R  P R O G R A M



COMMUNITY COLLAB

GERMAN BARN QUILT SQUARES
Local artist Julie Jennings will help you select a
pattern, colors, and guide you through the process 
of creating a 1' x 1' aluminum composite square. Barn
Quilt designs can be used as decoration in many
applications.

Our new Creative Cultures - Community Collab 
is a cultural arts and educational program to promote
the diverse cultural heritage of our region. 
The program will explore art, craft and traditional skills
to promote community identity and intergenerational
learning. We plan to collaborate with the local art
community, the Holmen Area Historical Society, the
Holmen School District, and community members to
develop the program and select workshops that reflect
the heritage of our community.  Our goal is to provide a
new and meaningful way to connect our growing
population in an intergenerational setting where adults
and children can engage and learn from each other.  
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The first
October event
will explore
German
Heritage. 

CreativeCultures

“This program is supported in part by a grant from
the Wisconsin Arts Board with funds from the State of
Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts.” 

Thursday October 15  th

Workshop from  4 -7 pm
Fee: Members $50    Non Members $55

Join us for a workshop to
learn to paint German
barn quilt squares.

Create Art Inspired by the 
Pumpkin and Halloween Season!

The Holmen Area Community Center (HACC)
announces a call to artists of all ages for the 
‘Pumpkin & Ghouls Art Exhibition" This is a part
of HACC’s Holmen Pumpkin Fest!  

Let your creativity flow! Artists can submit 1-2
original two-dimensional or three-dimensional
artworks depicting or inspired by the Pumpkin
and Halloween Season in all mediums. 
All submissions will be on display at the center. 

Art Drop Off: Drop off art October 1st - 20th
Pick Up: Work can be picked up from November
2nd - 9th, 2026.
There is no cost to enter. Up to two entries per
person. Ribbons will be given out for Best of
Show for Adult, Youth and 3D accordingly. 

Everyone stop to vote for your favorite!

GHOULSGHOULSGHOULS&&&
PUMPKINSPUMPKINSPUMPKINS

ART CONTESTART CONTESTART CONTEST
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A partnership with the Holmen Area
Community Center, the Holmen Area
Rotary Club, Holmen's Hope and the
Holmen Area Foundation brings back
the Holmen Community Dinner.
Meals will be prepared and served by
different volunteer organizations each
month. Get involved as a volunteer or an
organization.  Mark your calendar for the
4  Tuesday of each month!th

 

Join us for the Next
Community Table on

Tuesday, October 27th
5:00-7:00 pm

Gather Together
Respite Program

Starting This Fall - Volunteers needed

Looking for a safe, engaging place for your loved one to
spend time, connect with others, and enjoy meaningful
activities?

Gather Together offers a warm, welcoming respite
experience designed especially for adults living with
Mild Cognitive Impairment (MCI) and early stages of
dementia.

A Few Hours of Connection Can Make a Difference!
Gather Together provides participants with a place to
belong, connect, and enjoy the moment—while
offering caregivers valuable time for rest, errands,
appointments, or simply a much-needed break.

Participants will enjoy:
Engaging activities and conversation
Opportunities for friendship and social connection
A welcoming, supportive environment
Trained volunteers and staff
Meaningful experiences that encourage
participation and independence

To learn more about application process, please contact
Amy Brezinka at (608)-399-1870 or

programs@holmencc.org

October is sponsored by
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CelebratingCelebrating  Celebrating GENEROSITY

Become a member of the HACC Legacy Society!
When naming HACC as a beneficiary in your will 
or another planned gift option, your long term
donation will leave a lasting legacy and enhance
operations and programming for future
generations. 

The cost of operating HACC programs and facility
keeps rising. HACC is a very busy place…now
hosting over 60 programs and 10 annual
community events! HACC provides a vital physical
space that brings neighbors together, reduces
social isolation, and strengthens our communities
health and well-being.

Robert ‘Bob’ Cottrell was an active member of the
Holmen Area Community Center.  After his death in
December, 2025, many local organizations were
surprised and grateful, to be named as a recipient
in his will, including HACC.

Bob was a lifelong resident of the Holmen region,
graduating from Holmen High School. He served in
the Army during the Vietnam War, he was awarded
the prestigious Purple Heart Army Commendation
Bronze Star Medal for Meritorious Service.  He
attended UW-LaCrosse and followed his father and
older siblings in a career at Trane Company. 

Bob traveled the entire country by car and mapped
out memorable adventures. An avid outdoorsman
who could be found hiking and bird watching on our
local trails, especially at the McGilvray Seven
Bridges and the Trempealeau Wildlife Refuge. 
These journeys reflected his deep appreciation for
nature and a curiosity about the world that never
faded.  In his later years, Bob suffered from
dementia and his family members stepped up as 
his caregivers.

According to his niece, Deanna Wolf, Bob loved
going to HACC. ‘Without a wife and children, Bob
found a community there. He walked in the morning
with former classmates and new friends.  A big part
of his day was the lunch program where he enjoyed
the nutritious meals and socializing.” 

LegacyLegacy  Legacy 
S O C I E T Y
H

Bob took advantage of many HACC programs and
activities and when he couldn’t mentally
participate, Deanna said he just enjoyed being
around the card players, gamers and puzzlers.
“Being with people made him feel important. He
felt ‘seen’ at the Center.” Bob also appreciated the
intergenerational aspect of the facility with the
Boys & Girls Club sharing the building.

Bob gave generous gifts back to the community
through his will. If you are considering leaving a
legacy gift in your estate plan, consider HACC as 
a recipient. Bob’s benevolence will support
operations and programming for future
generations. After providing for family members, 
he generously listed several organizations that
were important to him. HACC is very grateful to 
be one of them.

Bob Cotrell gave
HACC a surprise …
a very generous one.



Volunteering offers numerous benefits as we age, including
improved mental health and a renewed sense of purpose and
social connection. Below are a few volunteer opportunities:
 

Family Fun Night - Fall Series: October and November
Toddler Story Time Readers- 1 x per month - Oct to May 2027
Gather Together Respite Program - 1 x per month - Nov- Dec
Pumpkin Fest- Saturday, October 24, 2026

Please contact us if you are interested in becoming a volunteer!

Our Volunteer Hours for September = 182 

Upcoming Opportunities

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 6  |  I S S U E  7 2

Volunteers are an essential part of the Holmen Area Community Center. We could
not accomplish everything we do throughout the year without help from our amazing
volunteers. Each month we will recognize our volunteers and share their stories. 

HACC VOLUNTEERS

It Takes a Village! Our Family Fun Night, “Fall Back to Nature,” was a huge success with 88 attendees! 
A big thank-you to our wonderful community partners: Coulee Region Humane Society, Happy Dancing Turtle,

author Natalie Nordlund, Caretta Senior Living, and Ecker’s Apple Orchard, along with our 11 amazing HACC
volunteers who helped bring the evening to life. It truly takes a village to create meaningful experiences for our

community, and we are grateful for the many people and organizations who continue to support HACC!

Family Fun Night
Sponsored by:
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Fitness, Health and Wellness
Weekly Fitness Schedule

INSTRUCTOR LEAD CLASSES
$5 Members | $10 Non-Members
VIDEO CLASSES
FREE Members | $2 Non-Members

MONDAY 
Walking Path: 7 - 10 am 
Total Body Conditioning Series: 8:30 - 9:10 am 
Chair Yoga with Marty: 9:15 - 10:00 am 
Cardio Fitness Workout Video: 10 - 10:45 am
Walking Path: 11 am - 1 pm
Beginner Line Dancing: 11:30 am - 12:30 pm
 

TUESDAY
Walking Path: 7 - 10 am 
Present Moment Yoga: 9 - 10 am (Oct 13, 20, 27)
Cardio & Strength Fitness Video: 10 - 10:45 am
Walking Path: 11 am - 12 pm
Pickleball Open Play: 12 - 2 pm

WEDNESDAY
Walking Path: 7 - 10 am
Chair Yoga with Sarah Fox: 8:30 - 9:15 am
Wall Pilates for Beginners: 9:30 - 10:15 am
Sound Healing w/Laurie: 10:30 - 11:30am
Cardio Fitness Workout Video: 10:30 - 11:15 am
Walking Path: 11 am - 1 pm
Intermediate Line Dancing: 12:30 - 1:30 pm

THURSDAY
Walking Path: 7 - 10 am
Total Body Conditioning Series: 8:30 - 9:10 am 
Beginner Pilates Series: 9:20 - 10:00 am
Cardio & Strength Fitness Video: 10 - 10:45 am
Walking Path: 11 am - 12 pm
Pickleball Open Play: 12 - 2 pm

FRIDAY
Walking Path: 7 - 10 am
Gentle Yoga w/Samantha: Oct 9 & 23 at 8 - 9 am 
Chair Yoga w/Samantha: Oct 9 & 23 at 9:15 - 10 am 
Yoga Nidra & Sound Bath: Oct 23 at 10:15 - 11 am 
StrongBodies Video: 10 - 11 am
Walking Path: 11 am - 1pm
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O pen to the public

Reading in October 2026
Cozy Readers (4  Weds. at 2pm)th

“The  Correspondent” by Virginia Evans

Page Turners (3  Tues at 6 pm)rd

“Lost Children Archive” by Valeria Luiselli

 Community Education and Resources
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Arts, Entertainment and Community!



F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 4  |  I S S U E  4 2

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 6  |  I S S U E  7 2

 Family Friendly Programming
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Save the Date!

“The joy of brightening other lives, bearing
each other’s’ burdens, easing others’ loads

and supplanting empty hearts and lives
with generous gifts becomes for us the

magic of the holidays.” 
~ W.C Jones
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Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
HACC Booth

September Happenings at the Center

Family Fun Night
“FAll Back to Nature”

Contact us: 608-399-1870 or info@holmencc.org

Hello Holmen!
Brain Healthy Lifestyle: Understanding Brain Health

Family Membership
Winner!
Chrissa Roberts

Community Crafts 
Seasonal Pins

Connect2Nature
“Our Climate Alliance” - Tom Schlesinger

Kornfest
Parade
August 15

“One” derful One
Pot Luck Dinner!
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